The Wreck of the Kulluk: A Cautionary Tale of
Offshore Drilling Disasters

On December 27, 2012, the Kulluk, a massive semi-submersible drilling rig,
ran aground on Sitkalidak Island, Alaska, in the Gulf of Alaska. The
wreckage caused extensive damage to the island's ecosystem and raised
serious concerns about the safety of offshore drilling. This article examines
the events leading up to the Kulluk disaster, the impact it had on the
environment, and the lessons that can be learned from this tragic event.

The Kulluk Drilling Rig

The Kulluk was a 600-foot-long, 130-foot-wide drilling rig that was built in
South Korea in 1983. It was owned by Shell Oil Company and was
contracted to drill exploratory wells in the Beaufort Sea off the coast of
Alaska. The Kulluk was designed to withstand harsh Arctic conditions, but it
was not equipped with a propulsion system or anchors.
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The Towing Disaster

On December 20, 2012, the Kulluk was being towed from Dutch Harbor,
Alaska, to Seattle, Washington, for maintenance. The rig was being towed
by two tugboats, the Aivig and the Nanug. The towing operation was
difficult from the start, as the weather was stormy and the seas were rough.
On December 27, the towing cables snapped, and the Kulluk was left adrift
in the Gulf of Alaska.

The Grounding

On the night of December 27, the Kulluk ran aground on Sitkalidak Island.
The grounding caused extensive damage to the rig and to the island'’s
ecosystem. The Kulluk spilled approximately 110,000 gallons of diesel fuel
into the surrounding waters, and the grounding also damaged the island's
sensitive shoreline and vegetation.

The Environmental Impact

The Kulluk disaster had a significant impact on the environment. The diesel
fuel spill killed thousands of marine animals, including seabirds, fish, and
marine mammals. The grounding also damaged the island's shoreline and
vegetation, which provide habitat for a variety of wildlife species. The
environmental impact of the Kulluk disaster is still being assessed, but it is
clear that the damage will be long-lasting.

The Safety Implications

The Kulluk disaster raised serious concerns about the safety of offshore
drilling. The Kulluk was a state-of-the-art drilling rig, but it was still
vulnerable to the hazards of the sea. The disaster highlights the importance



of having proper safety measures in place to prevent and respond to
offshore drilling accidents.

The Lessons Learned

The Kulluk disaster is a cautionary tale about the risks of offshore drilling.
The disaster highlights the importance of having proper safety measures in
place to prevent and respond to offshore drilling accidents. The disaster
also raises questions about the wisdom of drilling for oil and gas in remote
and environmentally sensitive areas.

The Kulluk disaster was a preventable tragedy that had a devastating
impact on the environment. The disaster highlights the importance of
having proper safety measures in place to prevent and respond to offshore
drilling accidents. The disaster also raises questions about the wisdom of
drilling for oil and gas in remote and environmentally sensitive areas.
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