
The Sources of Anti-Slavery Constitutionalism
in America, 1760-1848
The abolition of slavery in the United States was a long and arduous
process that began in the colonial era and culminated in the Civil War. The
origins of anti-slavery constitutionalism in America can be traced back to
the Enlightenment, which emphasized the natural rights of individuals and
the importance of limited government. These ideas were enshrined in the
Declaration of Independence, which proclaimed that "all men are created
equal" and that they are endowed with certain unalienable rights, including
the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

The Declaration of Independence was a powerful statement of principles,
but it did not immediately lead to the abolition of slavery. In fact, slavery
continued to be legal in the United States for nearly a century after the
Declaration was adopted. However, the Declaration did provide a moral
and philosophical foundation for the anti-slavery movement.
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Early Anti-Slavery Movements

The first organized anti-slavery movements in America emerged in the
1760s. These movements were led by religious groups, such as the
Quakers and Moravians, who believed that slavery was a sin. Anti-slavery
activists also argued that slavery was economically inefficient and that it
undermined the republican ideals of liberty and equality.

In 1777, Vermont became the first state to abolish slavery. This was
followed by Massachusetts in 1783 and New Hampshire in 1784. However,
slavery continued to be legal in the Southern states, where it was an
essential part of the economy.
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The Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention, which met in Philadelphia in 1787, debated
the issue of slavery. Some delegates, such as Benjamin Franklin and
James Madison, argued that slavery should be abolished. However, other
delegates, such as George Washington and John Rutledge, argued that
slavery was necessary for the Southern economy.

In the end, the Convention reached a compromise on the issue of slavery.
The Constitution did not explicitly abolish slavery, but it did prohibit the
importation of new slaves into the United States. The Constitution also
gave Congress the power to regulate the slave trade.

The Abolitionist Movement

The abolitionist movement gained momentum in the early 19th century.
Abolitionists argued that slavery was a moral evil and that it had no place in
a free republic. They also argued that slavery was economically inefficient
and that it undermined the republican ideals of liberty and equality.

Abolitionists used a variety of tactics to promote their cause. They
published newspapers and pamphlets, gave speeches, and organized
protests. They also worked to help slaves escape to freedom.

The abolitionist movement faced strong opposition from pro-slavery forces.
Pro-slavery forces argued that slavery was a necessary evil and that it was
essential for the Southern economy. They also argued that abolition would
lead to racial violence and social unrest.

The Civil War



The Civil War began in 1861 when Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter
in South Carolina. The war was fought over the issue of slavery, with the
Union states fighting to preserve the Union and the Confederate states
fighting to preserve slavery.

The Civil War was a long and bloody conflict that resulted in the deaths of
over 600,000 Americans. In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation, which freed all slaves in the Confederate
states. The Emancipation Proclamation was a major turning point in the
war, and it helped to ensure that the Union would eventually prevail.

The Civil War ended in 1865 with the defeat of the Confederacy. The war
led to the abolition of slavery in the United States and the passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which prohibited slavery in all of
the United States.
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