
The Restoration of Old Violins: Advanced
Techniques Part Six - General Points
The restoration of old violins is a complex and challenging process that
requires a high level of skill and expertise. In this article, we will discuss
some general points that are important to keep in mind when restoring an
old violin. These points will help you to ensure that your restoration is
successful and that the violin retains its original sound and beauty.

Understanding the Instrument

The first step in restoring an old violin is to understand the instrument. This
includes knowing its history, construction, and condition. You should also
be familiar with the different types of repairs that are commonly needed on
old violins.
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To learn about the history of a violin, you can consult with a violin dealer or
appraiser. They can help you to identify the violin's maker, date of
manufacture, and any previous repairs that have been made.

To understand the construction of a violin, you should study the violin's
anatomy. This will help you to identify the different parts of the violin and
how they work together. You can also learn about the different materials
that are used in the construction of violins.

To assess the condition of a violin, you should carefully examine the
instrument for any signs of damage. This includes looking for cracks,
scratches, dents, and loose or missing parts. You should also listen to the
violin to assess its sound quality.

Preparing the Violin for Restoration

Once you have understood the instrument, you can begin to prepare it for
restoration. This involves cleaning the violin, removing any old repairs, and
making any necessary repairs to the instrument's structure.

To clean the violin, you can use a soft cloth and a mild soap solution. Be
sure to avoid using any harsh chemicals or detergents, as these can
damage the violin's finish.

To remove any old repairs, you can use a scalpel or a chisel. Be sure to
use caution when removing old repairs, as you do not want to damage the
violin's original wood.

To make any necessary repairs to the violin's structure, you can use a
variety of tools and materials. These include wood glue, clamps, and



sandpaper. Be sure to use the appropriate tools and materials for the
specific repair that you are making.

Restoring the Violin's Finish

Once the violin's structure has been repaired, you can begin to restore the
violin's finish. This involves applying a new coat of varnish or lacquer to the
instrument.

To apply a new coat of varnish or lacquer, you can use a brush or a spray
gun. Be sure to apply the finish in thin, even coats. Allow each coat to dry
completely before applying the next coat.

Once the finish has been applied, you can polish the violin to bring out its
shine. You can use a soft cloth and a polishing compound to polish the
violin. Be sure to polish the violin in a circular motion.

Setting Up the Violin

Once the violin's finish has been restored, you can begin to set up the
violin. This involves installing the strings, bridge, and sound post.

To install the strings, you can use a peg winder. Be sure to wind the strings
evenly and securely.

To install the bridge, you can use a bridge gauge. Be sure to position the
bridge correctly on the violin.

To install the sound post, you can use a sound post setter. Be sure to
position the sound post correctly inside the violin.

Adjusting the Violin



Once the violin has been set up, you can begin to adjust the violin. This
involves adjusting the bridge, sound post, and strings to achieve the
desired sound and playability.

To adjust the bridge, you can use a bridge adjuster. Be sure to adjust the
bridge so that the strings are at the correct height above the fingerboard.

To adjust the sound post, you can use a sound post adjuster. Be sure to
adjust the sound post so that it is positioned correctly inside the violin and
that it is providing the correct amount of support to the bridge.

To adjust the strings, you can use a string tuner. Be sure to tune the strings
to the correct pitch.

Playing the Violin

Once the violin has been adjusted, you can begin to play it. Be sure to start
slowly and gradually increase the pressure that you apply to the strings.

As you play the violin, you will learn how to control the sound and
intonation of the instrument. You will also learn how to play different notes
and chords.

With practice, you will be able to play the violin beautifully and enjoy the
wonderful sound of this timeless instrument.

The restoration of old violins is a complex and challenging process, but it is
also a rewarding one. By following the tips in this article, you can ensure
that your restoration is successful and that the violin retains its original
sound and beauty.
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