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An Overview of the Play

The Freeloaders is a puppetry masterpiece created by the renowned
Canadian artist Ronnie Burkett. The play premiered in 1998 and has since
toured extensively throughout North America and Europe, captivating
audiences with its poignant story, exquisite puppetry, and thought-
provoking themes.
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The play centers around a group of four mismatched characters who find
themselves living together in a rundown apartment in the aftermath of a
family tragedy. There's Esme, a fading socialite with a sharp tongue and a
fragile heart; Gerard, a flamboyant and narcissistic actor; Jean-Marc, an
enigmatic and introspective artist; and Ronald, a struggling young writer
who yearns for a sense of belonging.

As the characters navigate the challenges of cohabitation, they find
themselves drawn into a complex web of relationships that are both
heartwarming and heartbreaking. They grapple with grief, loneliness, and
the search for love and acceptance. Through their interactions, they
explore the complexities of human nature, the boundaries of family and
friendship, and the meaning of home.

Ronnie Burkett's Exquisite Puppetry

Ronnie Burkett is renowned for his exceptional puppetry skills. His puppets
are beautifully crafted, with intricate details and expressive faces that
convey a wide range of emotions. The puppets are not merely objects; they
are extensions of Burkett himself, allowing him to explore the human
condition with depth and nuance.

In The Freeloaders, the puppets become fully realized characters, each
with their own unique voice, personality, and motivations. Burkett's skillful
manipulation brings them to life, creating a captivating and immersive
theatrical experience for the audience.

The Power of Storytelling

The Freeloaders is not only a technical marvel; it is also a compelling story
that resonates with audiences on a deeply emotional level. Burkett's writing



is lyrical and poetic, with moments of both humor and heartbreak.

The play explores universal themes that are relatable to people from all
walks of life. The characters' struggles with loss, loneliness, and the search
for connection are deeply moving and thought-provoking. The play
challenges audiences to confront their own mortality, their relationships with
others, and the meaning of their own lives.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The Freeloaders has received widespread critical acclaim and numerous
awards, including:

Dora Mavor Moore Award for Outstanding New Play (1999)

Chalmers Award for Best New Play (1999)

Obie Award for Best New American Theater Work (2002)

Helpmann Award for Best Presentation for Children (2004)

The play has also been praised by renowned theater critics and
publications, including:

"A stunning achievement in puppetry, storytelling, and emotional
resonance." – The New York Times

"A masterpiece of theater that will stay with you long after you leave
the theater." – The Guardian

"A profound and moving meditation on the human condition." – The
Globe and Mail



The Freeloaders is a must-see theatrical experience that combines
exquisite puppetry, a poignant story, and thought-provoking themes.
Ronnie Burkett's masterful creation explores the complexities of human
nature, the boundaries of family and friendship, and the meaning of home.
The play is a testament to the power of storytelling and the ability of art to
illuminate the human condition.

Whether you are a long-time fan of puppetry or new to the art form, The
Freeloaders is an unforgettable experience that will touch your heart and
stay with you long after the curtain falls.
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