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Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, has faced significant
challenges to peace and stability in recent decades. The country has been
plagued by ethnic and religious conflict, political instability, and economic
inequality. These factors have contributed to a cycle of violence and
insecurity that has hindered Nigeria's development and prosperity.

In order to address the complex issue of peace in Nigeria, it is essential to
examine the historical, social, and political factors that have contributed to
conflict. By understanding the root causes of violence, it is possible to
identify potential starting points for peacebuilding efforts.

Historical Factors

Nigeria has a long and complex history, which has been marked by both
periods of peace and conflict. The country's pre-colonial history was
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characterized by a diversity of ethnic groups and kingdoms, each with its
own unique culture and traditions. However, the arrival of European
colonizers in the late 19th century disrupted this delicate balance and
sowed the seeds of future conflict.

The British colonial government divided Nigeria into northern and southern
protectorates, which were administered separately. This division created a
sense of division and mistrust between the two regions, which has
persisted to this day. Additionally, the colonial government's policy of
indirect rule, which allowed traditional rulers to maintain their authority,
exacerbated ethnic and religious tensions.

Social Factors

Nigeria is a diverse country, with over 250 ethnic groups and more than
500 languages. This diversity can be a source of strength, but it can also
be a challenge to peacebuilding efforts. Ethnic and religious differences
have been a major factor in many of the conflicts that have plagued
Nigeria.

Another social factor that contributes to conflict in Nigeria is poverty.
Poverty is widespread in the country, with over half of the population living
below the poverty line. Poverty can lead to desperation and a sense of
hopelessness, which can make individuals more likely to engage in
violence.

Political Factors

Nigeria has a history of political instability. Since independence in 1960, the
country has experienced multiple military coups and periods of



authoritarian rule. These periods of instability have undermined the
development of democratic institutions and the rule of law.

Corruption is another major political factor that contributes to conflict in
Nigeria. Corruption is widespread in the country, and it has eroded public
trust in the government. Corruption can also lead to the diversion of public
resources away from essential services, such as education and healthcare.

Starting Points for Peacebuilding

Given the complex and multifaceted nature of conflict in Nigeria, there is no
easy solution to achieving peace. However, there are a number of potential
starting points for peacebuilding efforts.

One starting point is to address the historical legacy of colonialism. This
includes acknowledging the role that colonialism played in dividing the
country and creating ethnic and religious tensions. It also involves
promoting reconciliation and dialogue between different ethnic and religious
groups.

Another starting point is to address the social factors that contribute to
conflict. This includes reducing poverty and inequality, and providing
access to education and healthcare for all Nigerians. It also involves
promoting social inclusion and dialogue between different groups.

Finally, it is essential to address the political factors that contribute to
conflict. This includes strengthening democratic institutions and the rule of
law, and combating corruption. It also involves promoting good governance
and transparency.



Peace in Nigeria is a complex and challenging goal, but it is one that is
essential for the country's future development and prosperity. By
understanding the root causes of conflict, and by identifying potential
starting points for peacebuilding efforts, it is possible to work towards a
more peaceful and just Nigeria.
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