Exploring the Complexities of Siblinghood: A
Literary Analysis of Deborah Garrison's "The
Second Child Poems"

The arrival of a new sibling is often accompanied by a whirlwind of
emotions for both parents and siblings alike. The second child, in particular,
enters the family dynamic with a unique set of challenges and
opportunities. In her poignant and insightful collection of poems, "The
Second Child," Deborah Garrison delves into the multifaceted experiences
of the second child, weaving together themes of rivalry, love, and the
complexities of siblinghood.
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This essay aims to provide a comprehensive literary analysis of Garrison's
"The Second Child Poems," exploring the ways in which she captures the
nuanced emotions and dynamics of sibling relationships. Through close
reading of selected poems, we will uncover the underlying themes,
imagery, and literary devices employed by the poet to craft a compelling
and resonant narrative.
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Sibling Rivalry and Resentment

One of the most prevalent themes in Garrison's collection is the tension
and rivalry that can arise between siblings. In the poem "The Second
Child," the speaker confesses to feelings of jealousy and resentment
towards her older sister:

“She came first, the perfect one,
The sun around which my world spun.”

The imagery of the sun and planets suggests the older sister's dominant
presence in the family, casting a shadow over the second child's self-
identity. The speaker's use of the word "perfect" highlights the idealized
expectations placed on the firstborn, leaving the second child feeling
inadequate and resentful.

In another poem titled "The Younger One," the speaker expresses a sense
of being constantly compared and overshadowed by her older siblings:

“They can't help but measure me,
Find me wanting in their eyes.”

The repetition of the word "measure" emphasizes the relentless pressure
the second child feels to meet the standards set by their older siblings. The
phrase "find me wanting" reveals the speaker's internalized feelings of
inadequacy and the emotional toll it takes on them.



Love and Connection

Despite the inevitable challenges, Garrison's poems also explore the
profound love and connection that can exist between siblings. In the poem
"The Second Daughter," the speaker reflects on the unique bond she
shares with her sister:

“We are two peas in a pod,
Two halves of a whole.”

The metaphor of "two peas in a pod" suggests the symbiotic relationship
between the sisters, their lives intertwined and inseparable. The repetition
of the word "two" emphasizes the duality of their existence, each
complementing the other to form a complete whole.

In "The Gift," the speaker expresses gratitude for the unexpected gift of a
younger sibling:

“You came to me as a surprise,
A little sister, my own to cherish.”

The use of the word "surprise" highlights the unplanned nature of the
speaker's sibling's arrival. The verb "cherish" conveys the speaker's deep
affection and protective instincts towards their younger sibling.

The Search for Identity



Garrison's poems also delve into the complex journey of self-discovery and
identity formation for the second child. In the poem "The Name," the
speaker grapples with the significance of being named after her aunt:

“I carry her name like a borrowed coat,
Too large, yet too small to slip out of.”

The metaphor of the borrowed coat symbolizes the speaker's struggle to
find her own unique identity, overshadowed by the legacy of her aunt's
name. The conflicting emotions of feeling both too large and too small
suggest the speaker's sense of displacement and uncertainty.

In "The Shadow," the speaker reflects on the challenges of forging her own
path while being constantly compared to her older siblings:

“l am always following in their footsteps,
Trying to catch up, trying to be different.”

The repetition of the verb "trying" conveys the speaker's persistent yet
arduous journey towards finding their own place in the family and the world.

Deborah Garrison's "The Second Child Poems" offer a poignant and
multifaceted exploration of the complexities of siblinghood. Through her
deft use of imagery, metaphor, and evocative language, Garrison captures
the nuances of sibling rivalry, love, and the ongoing search for identity. Her



poems resonate deeply with readers, providing a mirror into the universal
experiences and emotions that shape the lives of second children.

The collection challenges traditional narratives of siblinghood, revealing the
hidden complexities and often contradictory emotions that can coexist
within family relationships. By giving voice to the perspectives of second
children, Garrison expands our understanding of the human experience
and encourages us to appreciate the unique contributions and challenges
faced by those who follow in the footsteps of others.
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