Emily Zehler: Labeled Disabled but
Determined to Defy Expectations

Emily Zehler is a young woman who has defied the odds from the moment
she was born. Labeled disabled due to a rare genetic condition, she has
faced countless challenges throughout her life. But through it all, she has
never given up on her dreams.

Emily's story is an inspiration to all who face adversity. It is a testament to
the power of the human spirit and the importance of never giving up.

Emily was born with a rare genetic condition called spinal muscular atrophy
(SMA). SMA is a degenerative disease that affects the muscles in the body.
As a result of SMA, Emily has limited mobility and uses a wheelchair to get
around.
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Despite her physical challenges, Emily has always been a bright and
determined child. She attended regular schools and participated in
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extracurricular activities like cheerleading and dance. She even started her
own non-profit organization to help other children with disabilities.

After graduating from high school, Emily attended college at the University
of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign. She majored in speech and hearing
science and graduated with honors.

After college, Emily got a job as a speech therapist at a local school district.
She loves her job and is passionate about helping her students reach their
full potential.

In addition to her work as a speech therapist, Emily is also a passionate
advocate for people with disabilities. She speaks out against ableism and
discrimination and works to create more inclusive communities.

Emily is a role model for all who face adversity. She is a reminder that
anything is possible if you set your mind to it.

Emily has faced countless challenges throughout her life, but she has
never let them stop her from achieving her dreams. She has overcome
physical challenges, discrimination, and low expectations.

Here are some of the challenges Emily has faced:

= Physical challenges: Emily has limited mobility due to SMA. She
uses a wheelchair to get around and needs assistance with some
activities of daily living.

= Discrimination: Emily has experienced discrimination from people
who do not understand her disability. She has been treated differently,



excluded from activities, and subjected to derogatory comments.

= Low expectations: Emily has often been told that she cannot do
things because of her disability. She has had to fight against low
expectations and prove herself time and time again.

Despite these challenges, Emily has never given up on her dreams. She
has persevered and achieved great things in her life.

Emily's story is an inspiration to all who face adversity. She is a reminder
that anything is possible if you set your mind to it. She is a role model for all
who are fighting for their dreams.

Emily's story teaches us the following lessons:

= Never give up on your dreams: No matter what challenges you face,
never give up on your dreams. Believe in yourself and your ability to
achieve anything you set your mind to.

= Be arole model: Your story can inspire others to overcome their own
challenges. Be a role model for others and show them that anything is
possible.

= Create a more inclusive world: \We all have a role to play in creating
a more inclusive world. Speak out against ableism and discrimination,
and work to create a world where everyone has the opportunity to
succeed.

Emily Zehler is a remarkable young woman who has overcome countless
challenges to achieve her dreams. She is an inspiration to all who face
adversity and a reminder that anything is possible.
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