
Antigone, Deianeira, Electra: Unconventional
Women of Greek Tragedy
Antigone, Deianeira, and Electra are three of the most iconic female
characters in Greek tragedy. They are all strong, independent women who
defy the conventions of their time. Their stories are tragic, but they also
offer hope and inspiration.

Antigone
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Antigone is the daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta. She is a strong-willed
and independent woman who is fiercely loyal to her family. When her
brother Polynices is killed in battle, she defies the orders of her uncle
Creon and buries him. For this act of defiance, she is sentenced to death.

Antigone's story is a tragedy, but it is also a story of courage and
conviction. She is a woman who is willing to stand up for what she believes
in, even if it means sacrificing her own life.

Deianeira
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Deianeira receiving the poisoned robe by J.W. Waterhouse

Deianeira is the wife of Heracles. She is a kind and loving woman, but she
is also naive and trusting. When Heracles gives her a robe that he has
been given by the centaur Nessus, she believes that it will make him love
her more. However, the robe is poisoned, and when Heracles puts it on, it
burns him alive.

Deianeira's story is a tragedy, but it is also a story of love and loss. She is a
woman who is deeply devoted to her husband, but she is also a victim of
his own hubris.

Electra



Electra is the daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra. She is a young
woman who is haunted by the murder of her father. She believes that her
mother Clytemnestra and her stepfather Aegisthus are responsible for his
death, and she vows to avenge him.

Electra's story is a tragedy, but it is also a story of hope and redemption.
She is a woman who is able to overcome her grief and anger and find
peace.

Antigone, Deianeira, and Electra are three of the most iconic female
characters in Greek tragedy. They are all strong, independent women who
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defy the conventions of their time. Their stories are tragic, but they also
offer hope and inspiration. They are a reminder that even in the darkest of
times, there is always hope for redemption.
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