
A Comprehensive Historical Exploration of
Whitehorse Farmhouse: A Timeless Treasure
in Morton on the Hill, Norfolk
Nestled amidst the serene landscapes of Morton on the Hill, Norfolk, lies
Whitehorse Farmhouse, an exquisite Grade II listed building that has
witnessed centuries of captivating history. Its journey through time has left
an indelible mark on the fabric of the house, revealing the stories of its
former occupants and the transformations it has undergone.
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Origins and Early History

The origins of Whitehorse Farmhouse can be traced back to the medieval
period, when it was a humble farmhouse known as "le Whitehors." The
earliest written record of the property dates back to 1320, but it is believed
to have existed long before that. During this time, the farmhouse served as
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the heart of a thriving agricultural community, providing shelter and
sustenance to its occupants.

Architectural Evolution

Over the centuries, Whitehorse Farmhouse has undergone significant
architectural changes, reflecting the prevailing styles and tastes of each
era. In the 16th century, the house was extended, resulting in the addition
of a cross-wing and a substantial brick fireplace. This renovation marked
the transition of the farmhouse from a modest dwelling to a more
comfortable and spacious residence.

The 18th century brought further embellishments, including the construction
of a two-storey porch and the installation of sash windows. These
alterations gave the house a more elegant and symmetrical appearance,
aligning with the Georgian architectural style.

The Victorian Era: A Period of Refinement

During the Victorian era, Whitehorse Farmhouse experienced a significant
transformation. In 1851, the property was purchased by the wealthy
Colman family, who embarked on a major renovation campaign. The house
was extended to the rear, adding a new wing and a grand staircase. The
interior was lavishly decorated with ornate plasterwork, marble fireplaces,
and stained glass windows.

The Colman family's influence is evident throughout the house, from the
intricate detailing of the woodwork to the opulent furnishings. Their
extensive renovations transformed Whitehorse Farmhouse into a luxurious
and sophisticated residence, reflecting the Victorian passion for grandeur
and comfort.



The Edwardian Era: A New Chapter

After the Colman family's departure, Whitehorse Farmhouse entered a new
chapter in its history. In 1901, it was acquired by Sir Thomas Fowell
Buxton, a prominent politician and social reformer. Buxton made further
alterations to the house, including the addition of a conservatory and the
installation of electric lighting.

Under Buxton's ownership, Whitehorse Farmhouse became a gathering
place for influential figures in politics and society. The house witnessed
lively debates, intellectual discussions, and grand social events. Its walls
echoed with the voices of prominent thinkers, shaping the course of history.

The 20th Century: Modernization and Preservation

The 20th century brought both modernization and a renewed appreciation
for Whitehorse Farmhouse's historical significance. In the 1950s, the house
underwent extensive restoration work, preserving its architectural integrity
while introducing modern amenities such as central heating and plumbing.

In 1983, Whitehorse Farmhouse was designated as a Grade II listed
building, recognizing its architectural and historical importance. This
designation has ensured the preservation of its unique character and
protected it from alterations that could compromise its heritage.

Occupants and Their Stories

Throughout its long history, Whitehorse Farmhouse has been home to a
diverse array of occupants, each leaving their mark on the house and its
surroundings. From medieval farmers to Victorian industrialists and
Edwardian reformers, the house has witnessed the lives of countless
individuals.



One of the most notable occupants of Whitehorse Farmhouse was Robert
Colman, a wealthy mustard manufacturer and philanthropist. Under his
ownership, the house became a hub for social and intellectual gatherings,
attracting prominent figures such as Charles Dickens and William
Gladstone. Colman's legacy continues to be felt in the house, with his
portrait adorning one of the walls.

Another fascinating occupant was Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, who
dedicated his life to the abolition of slavery. During his time at Whitehorse
Farmhouse, he led the campaign that ultimately resulted in the abolition of
slavery throughout the British Empire. The house's connection to such a
significant historical figure adds another layer to its captivating story.

Farming and the Land

Whitehorse Farmhouse has always been closely connected to the
surrounding land. Throughout its history, the house has served as the
center of a thriving agricultural enterprise. The fertile soils of Norfolk have
sustained generations of farmers, who have cultivated crops and raised
livestock on the estate.

The land associated with Whitehorse Farmhouse has witnessed both
agricultural innovations and the changing face of rural life. From medieval
farming practices to the mechanization of agriculture, the estate has played
a vital role in the economic and social fabric of Morton on the Hill.

Whitehorse Farmhouse stands as a testament to the enduring power of
history. Its journey through time has left an indelible mark on its
architecture, its occupants, and the surrounding land. From its humble
beginnings as a medieval farmhouse to its transformation into a



magnificent Victorian and Edwardian residence, the house has witnessed
centuries of change and progress.

Today, Whitehorse Farmhouse remains a treasured landmark in the heart
of Norfolk. Its Grade II listed status ensures the preservation of its
architectural heritage for generations to come. As visitors explore its grand
rooms and admire its intricate details, they are transported back into a
bygone era, experiencing the vibrant history that continues to resonate
within its walls.

Whitehorse Farmhouse is a living testament to the interconnectedness of
the past, present, and future. Its story reminds us of the importance of
preserving our architectural heritage, honoring the lives of those who have
come before us, and continuing the legacy of a timeless treasure.
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